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Zusammenfassungen / Abstracts

5. Internationale IREI-Konferenz «Sdkulare Gesellschaft und religiose Prasenz» (2018)
Matthias Inniger

Summary

The 5th IREIl conference in Bern in 2018 focused on issues of state and religion. The time has now passed
that state policies on religion only included state churches while ignoring all other churches and religious
communities. The current socio-religious reality testifies to a broad religious diversity and an increasing
number of citizens without specific religious affiliation. This challenges policies on religion worldwide.
The conference at the Institute for Old Catholic Theology of the Theological Faculty of the University of
Bern, in November 2018, invited national and international researchers, officials, and experts from the
Swiss national and cantonal context. The conference reflected the trend of the times by addressing
guestions on state responsibility and state neutrality with respect to religious issues, and questions of
state interaction with religious communities. These questions all relate to concerns about social
cohesion and religious peace. The readjustment of current policies on religion remains an ongoing
discussion as evident from a large number of recent publications, both in the international and the Swiss
contexts. The shared goal of academic theology, state, and society is that states regulate religious issues
for the good of the whole society.

Zusammenfassung

Schliisselwérter — Keywords
Religionspolitik der Schweizer Kantone — Religionsdiversitat — sozio-religiéser Kontext — theologische
Sichtweise — Verhaltnis Staat-Religion

The “new antisemitism” in Europe: reflections from a UK perspective

Clare Amos
Summary

Zusammenfassung

Dieser Beitrag setzt sich mit dem politisch mehrheitlich linksorientierten, sogenannten «neuen
Antisemitismus» auseinander, der sich gegen jldische Personen richtet und den Staat Israel kritisiert.
Besondere Aufmerksamkeit wird dem Phdanomen des «durch Israel inspirierten Antisemitismus»
geschenkt, der sich in erster Linie gegen Mitglieder der jlidischen Diaspora richtet. Die Autorin



untersucht antisemitische Bewegungen, wie sie insbesondere in Grossbritannien und Frankreich zu
beobachten sind, und fragt, ob sich dieses Verhalten vor allem bei Migrantinnen und Migranten zeige.
Ausserdem reflektiert sie dariiber, was den «alten» und den «neuen» Antisemitismus verbindet. Fiir ein
addquates Verstandnis der Thematik sollten sowohl Bauchgefiihl-Reaktionen als auch intellektuelle
Argumente einbezogen werden.

Schliisselwérter — Keywords
Antisemitism — United Kingdom — France — Israel — Jews

Die zeitgendssische Antipathie gegeniiber Religion: Uber die Herausforderung durch
Sakularismus und religiose Vielfalt

Douglas Pratt

Summary

This paper explores the contemporary challenge of secularism and reactions to the presence of the
diversity of religions in Europe and other western societies. Secularism and religious diversity raise
profound issues for Christian identity and self-understanding. A discussion of secularism, or what “being
secular” means, and some understandings of the relationship between religion and the secular state is
followed by a discussion of the impact of religious diversity and the motif of “secularization” as a social
process. The paper concludes with a reflection upon contemporary secular antipathy toward religion —
the focus of today’s ideology of secularism that poses a distinct challenge to Christianity as well as to
other religions.

Zusammenfassung

Schliisselwérter — Keywords
Sakularismus — Identitdten — Vielfalt — Sdkularisierung — Antipathie

Historical Sources and Contemporary Resources of Minority Christian Churches: A
Baptist Contribution

Paul Weller

Zusammenfassung

Dieser Beitrag stellt die potenzielle Bedeutung eines «baptistischen» christlichen Erbes bei der
Entwicklung zeitgendssischer christlicher theologischer und ekklesiologischer Ansatze heraus, die sich
mit der wachsenden Sakularitat und religiésen Pluralitat Europas auseinandersetzen; der Autor sieht
dies im Gegensatz zur Weiterfilhrung solcher Ansdtze, die entweder in heute unangemessenen
Modellen des Christentums wurzeln oder lediglich eine Anpassung der Kirche an ihre Umgebung
propagieren. Dieser Beitrag nimmt die mogliche Herausforderung solcher Sichtweisen ernst, die aus
heutigen Terroranschldgen oder der Bezugnahme auf Terror im Namen von Religion entstehen.
Derartige Ressourcen, die von der relativen «Unterseite» christlicher Geschichte stammen, sind
einerseits in der Lage, historisch dominante christliche Traditionen in gebihrender Weise
herauszufordern; andererseits verhelfen sie weniger dominanten (andersreligiosen und anderen
christlichen) Traditionen zu mehr Gleichberechtigung in der Gesellschaft. Werden diese Ressourcen
eingesetzt, kann dies eine grossere gegenseitige Ehrlichkeit untereinander und dem Staat gegeniber
fordern, bei der die heutigen, relativ machtigen Mehrheitskirchen sich ihrer kiinstlichen Last, «andere



zu reprasentieren», entledigen kénnen; auf diese Weise wird ihnen ermoglicht, neu zu entdecken, was
es bedeutet, im zunehmend pluralisierten Europa «sich selbst zu sein».

Summary

Schliisselwérter — Keywords
Christendom — Baptist — Ecclesiology — Pluralistic — State

Bericht liber die 46. Internationale Altkatholische Theologenkonferenz in Wislikofen
(Schweiz) vom 26. bis 30. August 2019

Theresa Hiither

Zusammenfassung

Summary

The topic of the 46th International Old Catholic Theologians’ Conference in Wislikofen
(Switzerland) in August 2019 was initiated by the reports on sexual abuse within churches. The
specific challenges of small churches such as the Old Catholics lie in the difficulty to strike the
right balance between professional distance, familiarity and the exercise of power: The close-
knit familiarity may easily lead to a tendency to deal with problems in informal ways, to a lack
in professional approach, a lack of clear structures of supervision and —where necessary — even
disciplinary measurements. Pastoral ministry should always encourage empowerment, an
understanding that even questions the traditional concept of Christian forgiveness. The
participants agreed that a follow-up conference needs to be called soon that will focus on
structures of leadership and supervision, on legal provisions and on theological concepts that
will aid to prevent the abuse of power in Old Catholic Churches.

Schliisselwérter — Keywords
Internationale Alt-Katholische Theologenkonferenz — Sexuelle Gewalt — Macht — Pravention (sexueller)
Missbrauch — Vergebung

Uberlegungen zu Macht, Amt und Geschlecht in altkatholischen Kontexten
Angela Berlis

Zusammenfassung

Der Beitrag setzt mit gangigen soziologischen Auffassungen lber «Macht» auseinander, wie sie in
theologischen Kontexten breit rezipiert werden. Anschliessend wird anhand von drei konkreten
Beispielen aus dem deutschsprachigen Altkatholizismus die Bedeutung von Macht dargelegt: im Kontext
der Auseinandersetzung liber das Erste Vatikanum, als historiographische Deutungsmacht und als Macht
des Liturgen bzw. der Liturgin. Die Autorin pladiert dafiir, sich der Diskussion Gber Macht und
Verschweigen historisch und im Kontext der aktuellen Aufmerksamkeit fir sexualisierte Gewalt
struktureller als bisher zu stellen

Summary



The article deals with common perceptions of “power” as they are widely received in
theological contexts. The meaning of power is then explained on the basis of three concrete
examples from German-speaking Old Catholicism: in the context of the debate about the First
Vatican Council; as an historiographical power of interpretation; and as the power of the
president of liturgy. The author advocates for facing the discussion about power and
concealment more structurally than before, both historically and in the context of current
attention to sexualized violence.

Schliisselwérter — Keywords
Macht — Diskurse — (Ver-)Schweigen — sexualisierte Gewalt — Altkatholische Kirchen der Utrechter
Union

Macht, Ermachtigung und Missbrauch in der Seelsorge
Christoph Morgenthaler

Zusammenfassung

Summary

The article discusses origins, forms, contexts, and consequences of a wide spectrum of abusive
practices (sexual, spiritual, etc.) in pastoral care and counseling. Power is an inherent dimension
of pastoral care, based on personal, interactional, professional, and institutional sources of
those who provide pastoral support. This power must be critically reflected so that it can be
used to empower those who seek pastoral support instead of disempowering them.
Institutional contexts and regulations of churches foster or undermine empowerment.
Processes leading to misuse of power in pastoral care are outlined: the shape of traditional
settings of pastoral care, closeness and distance regulation, boundary setting, biographical
conditions, and the influence of contexts such as denominations. In some cases, abuse is also a
planned and often carefully hidden assault on the sexual integrity of persons. Pastoral care is a
professional working relationship and excludes as such every kind of (sexual, spiritual, etc.)
transgression in words and deeds. Instead, it can be shaped in many ways to empower those
who look for support. Churches can enhance empowerment by clearly addressing issues of
abuse in their regulations. A perpetrator-focused approach has to be combined with carefully
listening to the victims of power abuse in churches.

Schliisselwérter — Keywords

Missbrauch — Seelsorge — Macht — Ermachtigung — Kirche

Gottliche Gewalt. Macht und Machtmissbrauch in der Bibel und Bibelrezeption am
Beispiel von ausgewdhlten biblischen Texten

Peter-Ben Smit

Zusammenfassung



Summary

This contribution takes its point of departure in the observation that, regarding sexuality,
gender and (the abuse of) power, biblical ‘texts of terror’ (Phillys Trible) are a serious issue.
Arguing that gender-critical criticism of these texts is theologically and hermeneutically
legitimate (and even in line with dynamics that can be observed in biblical traditions), it is then
shown how certain texts that have, at least, a reception history of terror, can be reread from a
gender-critical perspective and be rediscovered as allies for a critical approach to questions of
gender, sexuality and power today. The biblical texts that are discussed are a selection of texts
that are suitable for such a relecture: Genesis 19:1-13, Mark 6:21-28 and Romans 1:26-27.

Schliisselwérter — Keywords
Hermeneutik — Gender — Bibel — Gewalt — Rezeptionsgeschichte

«... wie auch wir vergeben unseren Schuldigern»? Vergebung nach sexuellem
Missbrauch: eine (Un-)Moglichkeit

Marie Hansen-Couturier

Zusammenfassung

Summary

Forgiveness after sexualized abuse in pastoral care is a difficult subject. What is (Christian)
forgiveness and (how) can we speak of it after sexualized abuse took place? Survivors of
sexualized abuse in pastoral care often encounter the subject of forgiveness and find this
problematic. This article explores the possibilities as well as the impossibilities of forgiveness
after sexualized abuse in pastoral care. Feminist theologians engage critically with forgiveness
for several reasons. In this article, we will distinguish three different perspectives on
forgiveness. Thereafter, we will connect the question of forgiveness to the subject of guilt: how
guilt is spoken of matters for the subject of forgiveness. Theological motives for speaking of
forgiveness are connected to stories of survivors of sexualized abuse in pastoral care. This leads
to three concluding points that are of importance for speaking of forgiveness after sexualized
abuse in pastoral care: acknowledgement, absence of obligation and temporality.

Schliisselwérter — Keywords
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